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Distinguished guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a tremendous pleasure and an honour to be here with you today in Costa Rica to participate in the REGULATEL – BEREC Summit, with a theme of ‘Internet for Everyone – Accessible to Everyone’.
REGULATEL, the Latin American Forum of Telecom Regulators, is an organization that has 20 regulating bodies of telecommunications of American and 3 of Europe as observers.

On the other side, BEREC (Body of European Regulators for Electronics Communications), is an organization that has 27 National Regulatory Authorities from the European Union.

I noted with great interest that from its establishment, REGULATEL has maintained permanent dialogue with BEREC through REGULATEL-BEREC Summits.
I would like to congratulate both REGULATEL and BEREC, for their joint efforts to organize these summits and for inviting me to attend this Summit today.

Just over a month ago, ITU held its annual Global Symposium for Regulators in Colombo, Sri Lanka, and I know that a number of you – like myself – were there.
The GSR this year welcomed a total of 446 participants from almost 100 countries. The Symposium sought to forge a common vision around strategies to promote digital opportunities through new broadband-based platforms, while getting to grips with the often complex regulatory implications of cloud-based service provision.

The theme of this year’s GSR – ‘Why regulate in a networked society’ – was especially apposite as ITU gears up to a very important conference at the end of the year: The World Conference on International Telecommunications, WCIT-12, which is being held in Dubai in early December.

Let me very briefly summarize what WCIT-12 is about.

· Promoting affordable and equitable access for all, including people with disabilities;

· The continued development of broadband – including an increased focus on energy efficiency and combatting climate change;

· Reducing the cost of international mobile roaming; how to prevent fraud; misuse of the telephone numbering system; and the empowerment of consumers;

· Continuing investment in networks, services and applications;

· And perhaps most importantly – in this very fast-moving world – continuing to promote an environment that drives innovation.

ITU is pleased to see that REGULATEL and BEREC agree with us.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

ITU launched the latest statistics report “The Measuring the Information Society (MIS) Report 2012” on 11 October 2012.

According to this report, during 2011, we saw 600 million new mobile cellular subscriptions globally, and 300 million new Internet users. This means that by the beginning of this year there were close to six billion mobile cellular subscriptions and 2.3 billion people. According to the same report, we learnt that today the price of ICT services has dropped on average by 30% between 2008 and 2011.

In this report, there are some other key findings:

· By end 2011, the number of fixed (wired)-broadband subscriptions had climbed to almost 600 million, corresponding to a global penetration rate of 8.5 per cent.

· At the end of 2011, there were almost twice as many active mobile-broadband as fixed-broadband subscriptions.

· Global revenues from telecommunication services reached USD 1.5 trillion in 2010, recovering moderately since the 2008 downturn, and represent 2.4 per cent of the world GDP.
· In terms of revenues, 9 out of the top 20 telecommunication markets are developing countries.

The average of whole Americas region is at the world average line, which is advanced than the Asia, the Arab and the Africa regions in many areas.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

ITU held the Connect Americas Summit in Panama City, from 17 to 19 July 2012, under the patronage of His Excellency Ricardo Alberto Martinelli Berrocal, President of Panama. The Summit was attended by some 654 participants from 36 countries, seven Heads of State or Government, including President Chinchilla, 12 Ministers, 48 international and regional organizations and 158 private sector companies and other stakeholders.

During the Summit in Panama, Leaders reaffirmed their common desire and commitment to build a people-centred, inclusive and development-oriented information and knowledge society.
The leaders noted that while cellular penetration is particularly high in this region, now at over 100% as a whole, and Internet penetration is above average, there are still many millions of people who lack access to ICTs – which in the 21st century have become a necessary foundation for overall social and economic development.

We need to find ways to get these unconnected people connected, and this is the real function to replicate the mobile miracle for broadband access.

Leaders called upon all Ministers of Telecommunications and other relevant authorities to work together with stakeholders to continue the progress achieved in recent years to harness ICTs.

Ladies and gentlemen,

In closing, let me encourage you to pursue your discussions over the next two days bearing in mind the increasing complexity, growing divergence, and rapidly changing ICT environment faced by ICT regulators today.

I wish you all a very successful Summit here in Costa Rica.

Thank you.
